
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You know you need a vacation when THREE different pharmacists at WalgreenÕs can 
greet you by name as you pull up in the drive thruÉÉ  
 

The students at PHill donated over 400 pounds of candy. It was wonderful to see them 
give up their Halloween booty to help others. Dr. Sargent, the person that is shipping it 
overseas, collected over 2000 pounds in all. That is literally a TON of candy. 
 

The PTA has been working hard again this month:  
 

-Jocelyn Ellman and her committee prepared a wonderful conference dinner for the staff.  
 

-Jennifer Long and her committee arranged AugustinoÕs Nights and Steamers Night for 
our CookÕs Night Out Program. I know she would love some help hanging 3rd grade art 
next month at Village Tavern. If you have an hour or so, please contact her at 
long250@comcast.net  
 

-Karin Netzer and Joan Hager have put together a fashionable line of clothing for us to 
show our school spirit. Orders are due Friday, November 20. 
 

-Lisa Volle displayed artwork at Egg Harbor as part of District 200 American Education 
Week. 
 

-Alison Gale and Jennifer Long, along with their committee packed up a lot of pies at 
Market Day this month. They are always looking for help and if you have an hour or so 
one Thursday a month, they would love some help at Market Day sorting merchandise 
and packing orders.   
 

Please keep sending in those Box Tops for Education, Tyson A+ and CampbellÕs Soup 
labels and Coke Rewards. We made slightly over $600 last school year. I recently turned 
in just shy of $600 worth of Box Tops for this school year so far, which means we are on 
pace to almost double last yearÕs submissions. In addition you can go to 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/One/default.aspx?esrc=14463&refid=3708116 
and if you sign up to receive email offers from them, they will donate box tops online to 
our school.  
 

I want to take a minute to say how very thankful I am to our PHill staff and our parent 
community for all you do to make PHill such a great place for children. Have a fabulous 
Thanksgiving! 
 

Chris 
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PrincipalÕs Corner
Dear Pleasant Hill Families: 
 
I think the highlight of the month had to be VeteranÕs Day.  We collected 400 pounds of candy to send to our troops 
overseas.  In addition, Restor Healing Centre donated $1 for each pound of candy to the PeopleÕs Resource Center.  As a 
school, we wrote over 300 letters to soldiers and veterans thanking them for their service and we gathered in the 
hallways to say the Pledge of Allegiance and sing a patriotic song.   
 
Thank you to all parents who attended parent-teacher conferences.  Although it does make for long days for our 
teachers, we truly appreciate the commitment to helping us meeting your childÕs needs.  As IÕve said many times, we 
canÕt do it without you. 
 
We practiced our lockdown drill  with the help of the Winfield Police Department.  The kids and staff did a great job 
and the officers who assisted were impressed with how well we did. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been participating in our ÒCookÕs Night OutÓ events.  ItÕs a great way to display the 
kidsÕ artwork, give the cook in your house a break, and generate money for the PTA.  WeÕre trying to make sure that 
events like this and all other important information regarding Pleasant Hill is posted to our website 
(http://pleasanthill.cusd200.org ) in a timely manner.   
 
Studies have shown that students learn better when they eat a breakfast each day.  Research shows that test scores go up 
and behavior problems go down when students eat a good breakfast.  Beginning December 1, 2009, we are very excited 
to be able to offer breakfast in the MPR from 9:00am - 9:10am.  Students will use their lunch cards much in the same 
way they do for lunch.  The regular price for breakfast will be $1.25.  A reduced-price breakfast will cost $.30.  Students 
who are eligible for free lunches are qualified for a free breakfast as well.  A permission slip and breakfast menu will be 
sent home soon. 
 
Thanksgiving Break starts this Saturday, November 21st and school resumes on Monday, November 30th. 
Our winter concert is on December 14th at 6:30 p.m. 
Market day is December 17th. 
Winter Break  starts on Saturday, December 19th and school resumes on Monday, January 4, 2010. 
 
Have a fun and safe break. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Bonomo 
kbonomo@cusd200.org  
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Market Day 
WeÕd like to thank everyone who supported our November sale and Bonus Days! As of the date I am writing this, we 
do not have the final dessert count.  However, I do know that we need to sell A LOT of cookie dough to get us up to our 
goal of selling 500 total items! In December, there are 10 high quality cookie dough varieties. All of them taste like 
homemade and every purchase helps us come closer to our goal. 
 
Unlike other cookie dough fundraisers, the Market Day cookie dough is frozen in pieces, so you can take out 1 cookie 
and make it if thatÕs what you want to do!   
 
Many people who have never ordered before have asked how to place an order. The first way is to go online to 
marketday.com. You can order right online, our school account number is 1647. They will also send emails to remind 
you to pick up the order and an email to remind you to place an order every month. You can also pay with a credit card 
if you wish. The other way to order is filling out the order form that your child brings home and sending it back to 
school with your child. Once your child gives it to their teacher, the teacher will put it in the Market Day mailbox.  
 
As always, your order is important to us, so please look for the December order form and the Bonus Days form to come 
home soon. 
 

CookÕs Night Out 
Upcoming CookÕs Night Out dates: 
 

!  December 9 & 10  The Village Tavern & Grill (featuring 3rd graders art)
 

!  January 12 & 13  Culvers (featuring 4th graders art) 
 
Mark your calendar so you can have dinner with your friends and family! 
 



 

 

                      ÒBeauty Is ÉÓ 
Reflections Program Update  

 
Congratulations to all the students who participate d in the 2009-2010 PTA Reflections 
program.  We received 86 entries!  
 
Photography 
Jacob Behrens  Jason Carrington  Emma Crabtree  Megan Crum 
Taylor Darquea  Reese Dickinson  Stefan Fleps  Mat Frazier 
Patrick Gerard  Danny Gillis  Sydney Hanlon  Halley Hoffman 
Laura Hughes  Jake Johnson  Tyler Johnson  Katie Kent 
Ally Kiehn  Paul Kosusnik  Michael Magnelli  Laura Maskeri 
Leah Petrakovitz  Andrew Pierropoulos Billy Poff  Brody Reuter 
Andreas Roeseler  Alex Schmid  Elizabeth Schuessler Jessica Segura 
Elizabeth Slusher  Georgia Tasoulis  Connor Tegtmeyer Joshua Volle 
Abby Wolfe 
 
Literature  
Susanna Corso  Kendall Gail  Caitlin Lange  Riley Lomenick 
Natalie Scurio  Connor Towne  Austin Ziaja 
 
Visual Arts 
TJ Bassett  Alyssa Bennett  Kendrick Burt  Alisa Capua 
Maria Curcio  Angela DeFalco  Madison Duncan  Robert Forrest 
Lavontia Green  Tommy Holmberg Jake Johnson  Tyler Johnson 
Kalee Kmiecik  Austin Komar  Julia Kubica  Alysa Kuhn 
Meghan Lange  Erika Lopez  Rowan McGowen Katelyn Miedema 
Jacob Mendez  AnyJah Meyers  Yani Meyers  Sammy Nichols 
Christian OÕNeill  Carissa Pelafas  Sophia Prette  Jack Raczak 
Kielor Roberts  Kailey Schild  Caleb Shadid  Jenne Sheahan 
Marina Strong  Graham Sutton  Austin Tate  Andrew Tundas 
Christian Volle  Connor Volpe  Graham Wilson  Shauntierra Wilson 
 
Music    Film/Video  Dance 
Gabriella Herrera Luke Halstead  Lavontia Green 
 

All entries were anonymously judged by independent judges  outside of Pleasant Hill 
School.  Congratulations to the following fifteen  students who advanced to the 
District 200 level. 
 
Emma Crabtree  Taylor Darquea  Jared Slusher  Georgia Tasoulis 
Laura Maskeri   Angela DeFalco  Meghan Lange Caleb Shadid 
Christian Volle  Caitlin Lange   Natalie Scurio  Susanna Corso 
Lavontia Green  Luke Halstead   Gabriella Herrera 
  
All students participating in this program will receive a sma ll prize, certificate and 
official ribbon. Thanks to each student who used their time a nd talent to enter!  We 
are proud of them ALL! 
 

 
Page    3 of 6 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SHARING COLLECTION IS HERE! 
 As Thanksgiving break approaches, and youÕre trying on those winter coats to see what still fitsÉplease 

consider how you might help with Pleasant HillÕs annual Christmas Sharing Collection.  We have many 
families in need this year and we need many more donations in order to help them out.  HereÕs whatÕs needed: 
 

!  FOOD***- nonperishable, especially canned food, including baby food. 
*** Food is the most needed item.***  

!  CLOTHING- for all ages, new or clean, gently used: coats, pants, sweaters, mittens, hats, underwear, 
boots. Please place it in a bag with a tie or a box. 

!  PAPER PRODUCTS- diapers, tissues, paper towels 
!  TOYS- new including board games, stuffed animals, cards. 
!  GIFT CARDS- grocery stores, Kohls, Target 

 
The dates for Christmas sharing collection are Nov. 16-20 and Nov. 30-Dec. 4.  THE LAST WEEK OF 
COLLECTION Nov. 30-Dec. 4th.   Please bring all items to the front hallway of our school.  If you have any 
questions, please call Katie Retzner, school social worker, at 630/682-2380.    Thank you for helping with this 
project, which helps so many families who are struggling year round to make ends meet and put food on the 
table. 
 

 

CUSD 200 
Elementary Testing for the 

Program of Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (P ACE) 
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Jesse White's Legislation on Distracted Driving Signed Into Law   
 

 Bans text messaging while driving; bans cell phone use in school and construction zones  
 
 Legislation proposed by Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White to strengthen the laws on 
distracted driving was signed into law today by Governor Pat Quinn.  
 
 House Bills 71 and 72, sponsored in the House by State Representatives John D'Amico 
(D-Chicago) and Bill Black (R-Danville), will strengthen Illinois laws on distracted 
driving. HB 71 bans text messaging while driving. HB 72 bans cell phone use while 
driving in school or construction zones. The measures were sponsored in the Senate by 
Senators Martin Sandoval (D-Cicero) and Pamela Althoff (R-Crystal Lake), respectively. 
Both laws go into effect January 1, 2010.  
 
 The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that at least 25 percent of 
police-reported crashes involve some form of driver inattention. 
 
 "With the increased use of technological devices, distracted driving has become a serious 
problem in our state and in the nation," said Secretary of State Jesse White. "These laws 
are important and will make our roads safer. No driver has any business text messaging 
while they are driving. Additionally, school zones and construction zones require drivers 
to slow down and pay special attention to their surroundings and, as a result, they should 
not be using a cell phone."  
 
 The penalty for violating either of these measures results in a moving violation that will 
go on the motorist's driving record as well as accompanying fines and court costs to be 
determined by the judge. 
 
  The legislation is based on recommendations made by the state's Distracted Driving 
Task Force, which was chaired by White. The task force, created by Joint House 
Resolution 22, met three times last year to discuss and examine ways to reduce fatalities 
and injuries cause by distracted driving.  
 
 Distraction occurs when a driver is delayed in the recognition of information needed to 
safely accomplish the driving task, because something within or outside the vehicle draws 
his attention away from driving
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